


Introducing ISDRS 

International Sustainable Development Research Society 

Objectives:  

to generate, exchange and disseminate research and  knowledge 

about sustainable development to work towards the future we want 

 

Member based SD researchers society:   

* 2500 form 100+ countries / Institutional members 

 

Activities:  

* Annual conferences (2019 25th in Nanjing) 

* Topic groups in 9 themes 

* Newletters (4x per year) 

* Collabarative activities with partners and institutional members 

 

 



Introducing IUNCBD  

Established:  

under the agreement with  the CBD Secretariat  

Objectives and Activities:  

• special focus on developing and megadiverse countries 

• Innovative grassroots level strategy: “Biodiversity 2020 Action Plan: Linking 
Education Science Policy and Society” 

• Introducing the studies of the biodiversity policy agendas into integrated 
teaching-research-outreach academic programmes considering the local 
context, the needs of society, and the vision of indigenous/local communities 

 

 

 

International University Network on Cultural and Biological Diversity 



ISDRS & IUNCBD Partnership 

• Jointly develop partnerships initiatives and an action plan aimed at 
• combining the ISDRS academic and scientific views and studies on sustainable 

development with the IUNCBD complementary grassroots level universities 
visions and needs  

• focused on the South and  Science/Policy/Stakeholders approach in the field of 
cultural and biological diversity (announced in Messina June 2018) 

 

 

 



ISDRS – IUNCBD Side event CBD-CoP 2018 

Short presentation of the Policy Briefs  
provided by ISDRS Topic groups 
 

Presenter: Dr. Volker MAUERHOFER MAS, MSc, MA (Leeds)  

          ISDRS Executive Secretary (elect) 

 

Meiji University, Tokyo/Japan; University of Austria, Vienna 

volker.mauerhofer@gmx.at  

http://homepage.univie.ac.at/volker.mauerhofer/  

 
International Sustainable Development Research Society 

mailto:volker.mauerhofer@gmx.at
http://homepage.univie.ac.at/volker.mauerhofer/
http://homepage.univie.ac.at/volker.mauerhofer/


Policy Brief on Ecosystem Restoration to reverse 
loss of biodiversity (ISDRS Topic group 3a&b) 

International Sustainable Development Research Society 



Policy Brief on Ecosystem Restoration to reverse 
loss of biodiversity (ISDRS Topic group 3a&b) 

International Sustainable Development Research Society 



Policy Brief on ‘The Smarter Use of Certification’  
(ISDRS Topic group 5d) 

1. Issue to be addressed 

• Increasing numbers and uptake of sustainability certification initiatives in international trade 

• Positive and counter-effect impacts 

2. Key findings in recent scientific research 

• Diversity in approaches of sustainability standards/certification initiatives (scope, 
participation, assurance; governance); 

• New assessment methods available for sustainability standards and certification schemes 

3. Implications for policy makers 

• Apply ‘smart governance’ to support and strengthen voluntary sustainability initiatives: 
strengthen public-private collaboration  

• But only for accredited certification initiatives (see new assessment methods) 
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Policy Brief on Sustainable Supply Chain Initiatives: 
How Governments  Can Increase their Impact 
(ISDRS Topic group 5d) 

1. Issue to be addressed 

• Sustainability certification: limited efficacy in tackling deforestation and biodiversity loss alone 

• Supply chain sustainability initiatives are diversifying now, but impact evidence is weak 

2. Key findings in recent scientific research 
• Sustainable supply chain initiatives – varied mechanisms (reflects complexity of global value chains).  

• Offer potential to scale up impact, but also risks reproducing inequalities.   

• Sustainability standards may continue to play a role, but need to be more effective. 

• Other measures also needed (e.g. smallholder quality improvements). 

3. Implications for policy makers 
• Governments should support supply chain sustainability initiatives that demonstrate effectiveness 

• Supplier governments should support supply chain sustainability initiatives (appropriate policies 
and laws), public procurement, effective land use planning. 
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Policy Brief on Sustainable Landscape Initiatives: 
Expectations and Challenges (ISDRS Topic group 4d) 

1. Issue to be addressed 
• ‘Sustainable Landscapes Initiatives’: Engage wider sets of landscape stakeholders.  
• Little evidence so far (as quite new), but intense global attention. 

2. Key findings in recent scientific research 
• Key elements: enabling environment changes, governance innovations, education, sets of 

incentives/disincentives.  
• Need long-term support & tailoring to context.  
• Strong community land rights bargaining power – key foundation 
• Participation of communities in multi-stakeholder processes for equitable outcomes.  
• Challenges: public capacity gaps at different scales, electoral political turnover, intensity of facilitation 

processes, leakage. 
3. Implications for policy makers 

• Advance Sustainable Landscape Initiatives via supportive policies and laws. Align public procurement with 
most effective sustainability standards. 

• Ensure civic space for community groups in multi-stakeholder processes. Scale support for community land 
rights & negotiation capacity. Support real-time monitoring on environmental and social outcomes to 
improve approaches 
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Policy Brief on applying the “Convention 
Check”  (ISDRS Topic group 9d) 

How can my 
protected area 
contribute more 
to MEAs‘ 
implementation? 

International Sustainable Development Research Society 

National park Thaya Valley/Austria 

~ 80 Breeding Bird Species 

~ 950 Butterfly Species 

~ 19 Bat Species 



Methodology + Results + Conclusions 
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Implementation 

• Six steps incl. Table of 

Concordance, workshops 

in order to gain status quo 

+ recommendations 

Jan (year 1) 

- 

Sept (year 1) 

(155 norms of 5 

MEA’s assessed, for 

>50% activities set, 82 

recommendations) 

Evaluation (+ causality!) 

• Four steps in order to gain 

ex-post results on the rate 

of implementation of 82 

recommendations. 

Oct (year 3) 

- 

Dec (year 3) 

(Mauerhofer, 2011) 

Artikel MEA/Äquivalent in law/  

fact. implement./recommendation 

See also IUCN: 

http://www.solutions

explorer.org/solutio

ns/assessment-of-

individual-pas-

contribution-to-

environmental-

conventions 

(significant number 

implemented!) 
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ISDRS – IUNCBD Side event CBD-CoP 2018 

 

 

See and download the ISDRS Policy Briefs also on the ISDRS 
website: 

 

http://isdrs.org/side-event-cbd-cop-egypt-november-2018/  
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What’s need to be addressed more in the 
future? 

Gaps: Productive Sectors, IPBES requests 

 

Perspectives: 2030 (for all) 

 

Methodologies: Indicator oriented, community-based monitoring and 
information system (Joi), InformMEA extended (Science  
InformMEA) 

 

Stakeholder contributions’: Woman and Youth, Indigenous people, local 
communities (everywhere), local universities 

 



Theme: Sustaining Resources for the Future 

http://www.isdrsconference.org/  

http://www.isdrsconference.org/
http://www.isdrsconference.org/

